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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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DETAILED ACTION 

L The current office-action is in response to the amendment filed on 1/3/06. 

Accordingly, Claims 1-30 and 49 are cancelled and Claims 31-48 and 50-68 are pending 
for further examination as follows: 

Terminal Disclaimer 

II. The terminal disclaimer filed on 1/3/06 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this application, which would extend beyond the expiration date of 09/833593 has 
been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

III. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Horrer et al. [US 6321084] disclose the internal communication transmitting terminals 
(e.g., on-board telephones) already provided for outgoing calls in an airplane can now also be 
used for incoming calls according to the invention. For this, the corresponding airline installs for 
each airplane a special call number that is used by flight passengers as call routing number for 
calls directed to their personal call number. The private branch exchange in the airplane can be 
reached under this special call number. Since the personal call number of the subscriber (i.e., the 
flight passenger) or a unique ID (e.g., a seat number) is also transmitted along, the call can be 
forwarded to the subscriber after the internal on-board telephone assigned to him has been 
determined by means of the personal call number and/or ID. (Col.2; 52-65 and FIG. 2 shows the 
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flow chart of the method 100, in which subscriber B is assigned his personal call number in a 
first step 110. When the subscriber stays in the coverage area of the mobile radiotelephone 
system, he can always be reached under this call number. But now the subscriber is a 
passenger on board the airplane 1 shown in FIG. 1 . A call that comes in to the mobile 
radiotelephone switching center is therefore rerouted in a subsequent step 120 to the private 
branch exchange 4 installed in the airplane. The assignment of the personal call number to the 
on-board telephone 2 of the subscriber is then stored in the assignment facility 19 in a step 130. 
Using this assignment, when the call comes in, the terminal, namely the onboard telephone 2, is 
then determined in a step 140. The call is then forwarded from the private branch exchange 4 to 
this on-board telephone 2; col.7; 12-28, col.6; 38-58 and call... forwarded; col.3; 14-40, col.2; 
52-65) 

Therefore, all of the above prior art fails to disclose associating a diversion instruction 
with the cellular telephone number, the diversion instruction representing an instruction to 
forward an incoming call for the cellular telephone number to the communications system 
aboard the aircraft; considering a state of a cellular telephone associated with the cellular 
telephone number as busy y regardless of an actual state of the cellular telephone. 

Consequently, Claims 31-48 and 50-68 are allowed on behalf of above-discussed reasons, 
and also based on Applicants arguments and remarks filed on 8/30/05 as well. 

Conclusion 

IV. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 



Application/Control Number: 10/088,030 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2688 

fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharad Rampuria whose telephone number is (571) 272-7870. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. (8:30-5). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free) or EBC($)Mspto.20v . 
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